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Mission and Focus

History San José's mission is fo preserve and enrich the cultural heritage of San José and the Santa Clara Valley
through research, collections, partnerships, educational programs and events. We are proud to be an organization
that provides safe spaces and opportunities for all cultural communities to gather, remember, celebrate, and share
their stories. Our mission is achieved by focusing on three main categories:

1. Preservation: HSJ preserves the Valley's material culture, engaging the community in research to share with a
world-wide audience. Through physical and virtual exhibits, and our extensive archive and artifact collection, we
offer resources and assistance to anyone wishing to explore the Valley's history. Restoration and preservation of
historical buildings is also a continuing focus, as we have 30+ buildings atf History Park and two landmark buildings
at San Pedro Square.

2. Education: We serve more than 12,000 students annually in and around the Valley. HSJ offers theme-based
school programs highlighting local history. Programs are tailored in complexity by age range and are closely
linked with core standards for grades K-12. Our programs are fun and experientially unique, as they are hosted
across our various historical sites as well as our Collection Center.

3.Community Events: Our events focus on programming that results in active inter-generatfional engagement,
celebration, and learning through a combination of crafts, storytelling, cultural performances and family-friendly,
inquiry-based tours and experiences.

Locations and Highlights

History San José is the largest regional history museum in Northern California and consists of three locations around
the city of San José:

¢ History Park is a 14-acre town-like assemblage of 30+ original and reconstructed homes, businesses, and
landmarks highlighting our local culture and history. The park is free and open to the public most days. On the
weekends our docents are happy to discuss the buildings and their contents with guests. One of the fun bonuses
we offeris a free ride around the park on our restored trolley!

¢ The Collection Center & Archives is located in an environmentally controlled, secure facility across from History
Park where we manage a collection of over 150,000 artifacts documenting the Valley's past. Here you will find
anything from the original documents of El Pueblo de San Jose de Guadalupe and decades of historic
photographs, to vintage downtown neon signs and the original Chuck E. Cheese, the first animatronic mascot in
the world -- created right here in San José!

¢ The Gonzales/Peralta Adobe, built in 1797, is the oldest surviving structure from El Pueblo de San José de
Guadalupe and the oldest home in Californial The Carmela and Thomas Fallon House, built in the 1850s, is one of
the earliest Victorian era homes in San José. Both structures are located in San Pedro Square and are
quintessential representations of San José's beginnings.

History San José is proud to be celebrating 75 years of preservation and enrichment. Through community and donor
support like yours, we will be able to exponentially bolster our positive impact and mission accomplishment for the
next 75 years!
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Questions? Email us at info@nhistorysanjose.org or call 408.287.2290. ZQ‘ [EQ]
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